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The Orchards of Perseverance presents a refreshing profile of ten monks of the Trappist Order who live in a
small community at the Abbey of Our Lady of New Clairvaux in Northern California. This oral history
follows the life of each monk over the course of many years, from their "call to God" to their first entry into
the community and the subsequent adjustment to the monastic life. The monks speak candidly in this book
about the psychological trauma associated with leaving society and attempting to discover their true "self."
Their frank observations about God, how they view life outside the monastic gate and the effect of world
events, and how they think the world views them, are interwoven with humor and insight that offers hope
and inspiration in a confusing world.

With 450 acres of prune and walnut orchards as their livelihood, blue denim is just as prevalent as monastic
robes while these men follow a daily schedule of prayer and work from sunup to sundown. A wide cross-
section of the community is represented, from the novice master whose job it is to interview and nurture
every man who asks to enter, to the abbot who talks about the difficulties of his title.

Author David D. Perata first went to the monastery in the latter sixties while in grammar school, working out
in the orchards with his best friend Joe and having a ball hunting rabbits and driving jeeps and tractors with
the monks. Over the course of some thirty years, he has returned to the monastery most every year or so,
enjoying its peaceful atmosphere away from the hustle and bustle of society. When the abbot of New
Clairvaux recently gave him an opportunity to photograph their life and interview the monks, the result is
this rare, intimate look into the monastic enclosure that topples these men off their spiritual pedestals and
reveals them as human beings like the rest of us. Far from the mysterious stereotypes we all have had of
monasteries and monks, the spiritual struggle and perseverance of these men underscores the simple fact that
they are ordinary people who have simply chosen an extraordinary lifestyle.

Illustrated with over eighty-five archival and contemporary photos, The Orchards of Perseverance entertains
while arousing a wealth of thought-provoking questions and ideas that readers can incorporate into their
daily life.
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From reader reviews:

Fernando Levering:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Orchards of Perseverance: Conversations With Trappist
Monks About God, Their Lives and the World.

Johnna Chapin:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Orchards of Perseverance: Conversations With Trappist Monks About God, Their Lives and the World, you
can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a publication.

Wayne Martin:

The Orchards of Perseverance: Conversations With Trappist Monks About God, Their Lives and the World
can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this
reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy
arrangement in writing The Orchards of Perseverance: Conversations With Trappist Monks About God,
Their Lives and the World nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn
you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Jerry Bell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.



Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually The Orchards of Perseverance:
Conversations With Trappist Monks About God, Their Lives and the World.
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