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Signs of Our Times: From Calligraphy to Calligraffiti covers six decades of an art trend led by artists from
the Arab world and Iran. Starting in the early 1950s, this alternative and original approach to modernism
began with artists who took inspiration from their own cultural sources and combined them with
international aesthetics and concepts.

This publication considers the work of 50 key artists, ranging from important pioneers of the calligraphic
movement to those who use the written word in their work today. The book begins with a contribution from
Venetia Porter, curator of Islamic and contemporary Middle Eastern art at the British Museum, who provides
a historical contextualization of the movement and its relationship to lettrism in Europe. In a second essay,
the writer and curator Rose Issa presents an overview of 60 years of the art movement in Arab countries and
Iran, from the independences of the late 1940s and 1950s to the present day. A timeline by Juliet Cestar, an
expert on contemporary Middle Eastern art, then sets out major cultural and historical events in the Middle
East over the course of the last 60 years.

The main part of the book is divided into three sections, each devoted to a different generation of artists: the
first generation of pioneers, who created a new aesthetic language following the independence of their
countries; the second generation of artists, who mostly live in exile and who reference their own cultures and
languages in their work; and the third generation, comprising contemporary artists who have absorbed
international aesthetics, concepts and languages and who occasionally use Arabic and Persian script, or the
morphology of letters, in their work. The entry for each artist includes a concise biography and a statement
from the artist about their work. The artworks, in a variety of media, are also interspersed with poems and
relevant literature, putting into personal and historical contexts the innovative use of words in art.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Quesinberry:

The book Signs of Our Times: From Calligraphy to Calligraffiti can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Signs of Our Times: From Calligraphy to Calligraffiti? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Signs of Our Times: From Calligraphy to Calligraffiti has simple shape but the truth
is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Cory Denton:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to
answer that question simply because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of
Signs of Our Times: From Calligraphy to Calligraffiti to read.

John Ashcraft:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Signs of Our Times: From
Calligraphy to Calligraffiti, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Ruth Goodrich:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful photos on
there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this era, many
ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Signs
of Our Times: From Calligraphy to Calligraffiti can make you sense more interested to read.
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