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During World War II 51,000 Italian prisoners of war were detained in the United States. When Italy signed
an armistice with the Allies in September 1943, most of these soldiers agreed to swear allegiance to the
United States and to collaborate in the fight against Germany. At the Letterkenny Army Depot, located near
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, more than 1,200 Italian soldiers were detained as co-operators. They arrived in
May 1944 to form the 321st Italian Quartermaster Battalion and remained until October 1945.

As detainees, the soldiers helped to order, stock, repair, and ship military goods, munitions and equipment to
the Pacific and European Theaters of war. Through such labor, they lent their collective energy to the
massive home front endeavor to defeat the Axis Powers. The prisoners also helped to construct the depot
itself, building roads, sidewalks, and fences, along with individual buildings such as an assembly hall,
amphitheater, swimming pool, and a chapel and bell tower. The latter of these two constructions still exist,
and together with the assembly hall, bear eloquent testimony to the Italian POW experience. For their work
the Italian co-operators received a very modest, regular salary, and they experienced more freedom than
regular POWs. In their spare time, they often had liberty to leave the post in groups that American soldiers
chaperoned. Additionally, they frequently received or visited large entourages of Italian Americans from the
Mid-Atlantic region who were eager to comfort their erstwhile countrymen.

The story of these Italian soldiers detained at Letterkenny has never before been told. Now, however, oral
histories from surviving POWs, memoirs generously donated by family members of ex-prisoners, and the
rich information newly available from archival material in Italy, aided by material found in the U.S., have
made it possible to reconstruct this experience in full.
All of this historical documentation has also allowed the authors to tell fascinating individual stories from the
moment when many POWs were captured to their return to Italy and beyond. More than seventy years since
the end of World War II, family members of ex-POWs in both the United States and Italy still enjoy the
positive legacy of this encounter.
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From reader reviews:

Noel Stevens:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Italian Prisoners of War in
Pennsylvania: Allies on the Home Front, 1944-1945 (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in
Italian Studies) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with
you?

Eleanor Sotomayor:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Italian Prisoners of War in
Pennsylvania: Allies on the Home Front, 1944-1945 (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in
Italian Studies) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Joshua Nichols:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the
book untitled Italian Prisoners of War in Pennsylvania: Allies on the Home Front, 1944-1945 (The Fairleigh
Dickinson University Press Series in Italian Studies) can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.

Donna Davis:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book



you have read is usually Italian Prisoners of War in Pennsylvania: Allies on the Home Front, 1944-1945
(The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Italian Studies).
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