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Dictatorship and Politics presents the first major study of General Juan Vicente Gómez’s regime in
Venezuela from 1908 to 1935 and the efforts of Gómez’s enemies to overthrow him during his twenty-seven
years in power. In this reappraisal of the Gómez regime, Brian S. McBeth demonstrates that Gómez’s
success in withstanding opponents’ attacks was not only the result of his political acumen and ruthless
methods of oppression. The political disagreements, personal rivalries, financial difficulties, occasional
harassment by foreign powers, and at times plain bad luck of his opponents, usually in exile, were important
contributing factors in the failure of their plots to overthrow him. In examining the opposition to the Gómez
dictatorship, McBeth also intentionally removes the politics of oil from the center stage of the regime’s
foreign relations and instead focuses on the tolerance and intolerance by foreign governments of the exiles’
activities.

This monumental work of scholarship encompasses political correspondence, personal memoirs, newspapers,
British and U.S. sources, and various public and private archives in Venezuela. Historians, as well as
political scientists working on themes related to dictatorships and opposition, will find the book of interest.
 
“Dictatorship and Politics is a fascinating revisionist study of the long regime of legendary Venezuelan
dictator Juan Vicente Gomez. Brian McBeth provides a fresh analysis of a twenty-seven year autocracy that
challenges the conventional depiction of a largely stable and uneventful era. To the contrary, he demonstrates
that it was a period that bubbled over with revolutionary turmoil and family conflict. This exhaustively
researched monograph is a valuable contribution to the fields of Latin American authoritarianism,
Venezuelan political history, and oil politics in the era of gunboat diplomacy. Readers will quickly be drawn
in to this shadowy world of power, revolt, and intrigue.” —Winfield Burggraaff, University of Missouri
 
“This book makes an original and important contribution to the study of Venezuela’s politics and
international relations during the period when Juan Vicente Gómez ruled the nation (1908–1935). The
massive research underlying this work is without parallel in the existing scholarly literature for this period of
Venezuelan history. It will be the standard work on its subject for years to come.” —Douglas Yarrington,
Colorado State University
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From reader reviews:

Ronda Caesar:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Dictatorship and
Politics: Intrigue, Betrayal, and Survival in Venezuela, 1908-1935 (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies) book as
basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Alan Castorena:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Dictatorship and Politics: Intrigue,
Betrayal, and Survival in Venezuela, 1908-1935 (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies) is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Margaret Soto:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Dictatorship and Politics: Intrigue, Betrayal, and
Survival in Venezuela, 1908-1935 (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies) or others sources were given information
for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge.
In different case, beside science book, any other book likes Dictatorship and Politics: Intrigue, Betrayal, and
Survival in Venezuela, 1908-1935 (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies) to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Robert Polk:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Dictatorship and Politics: Intrigue, Betrayal,
and Survival in Venezuela, 1908-1935 (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies) to make your own reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and studying
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the reserve
Dictatorship and Politics: Intrigue, Betrayal, and Survival in Venezuela, 1908-1935 (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l



Studies) can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of that time.
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