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The tintype, patented in 1856, was a cheap, fast, easy-to-make, practically indestructible type of photograph
that became enormously popular among the working class in the late nineteenth century. For common
laborers and their families, the opportunity to join the ranks of those who owned pictures of family and
friends--the upper classes--was momentous. This collection exhibits more than eighty examples of a specific
kind of tintype: occupational portraits, photographs of working people with the tools of their trade. Michael
L. Carlebach examines the historical significance of these tintypes and finds that they reveal a great deal
about late nineteenth-century values.

The subjects of these images are plumbers proudly holding their wrenches and pipe cutters, carpenters with
their saws and lathing hatchets, textile workers with their spindles and yarn, icemen with their tongs. These
people lived and worked at a time when a depersonalized factory system run by production and efficiency
experts was beginning to dominate American industry and culture. Many of the men and women in these
tintypes were part of a disappearing class of self-employed artisans and journeymen; their portraits proudly
stress their individuality and the essential nobility of their work.

The most common reaction of historians to tintypes has been undisguised contempt or, at best, indifference.
The photographs were generally seen as hopelessly unartistic and common. Yet Carlebach celebrates these
anonymous portraits and finds that they say as much about today's working Americans--who are much more
likely to document their toys and leisure activities than their professions--as they do about the working men
and women who proudly sat for them in a much different age.
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From reader reviews:

Raul Joyner:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Working
Stiffs: Occupational Portraits in the Age of Tintypes, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Warner Samuels:

The reserve with title Working Stiffs: Occupational Portraits in the Age of Tintypes includes a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist
new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Theodore Huff:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
all day long to reading a e-book. The book Working Stiffs: Occupational Portraits in the Age of Tintypes it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book provides high quality.

Terry Hollis:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul
or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. So , this Working Stiffs: Occupational Portraits in the Age of Tintypes can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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