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In the spring of 1848 seventy-six slaves from the nation's capital hid aboard a schooner called the Pearl in an
attempt to sail down the Potomac River and up the Chesapeake Bay to freedom in Pennsylvania. When
inclement weather forced them to anchor for the night, the fugitive slaves and the ship's crew were captured
and returned to Washington. Many of the slaves were sold to the Lower South, and two men sailing the Pearl
were tried and sentenced to prison.

Recounting this harrowing tale from the preparations for escape through the participants' trial, Josephine
Pacheco provides fresh insight into the lives of enslaved blacks in the District of Columbia, putting a human
face on the victims of the interstate slave trade, whose lives have been overshadowed by larger historical
events. Pacheco also details the Congressional debates about slavery that resulted from this large-scale
escape attempt. She contends that although the incident itself and the trials and Congressional disputes that
followed were not directly responsible for bringing an end to the slave trade in the nation's capital, they
played a pivotal role in publicizing many of the issues surrounding slavery. Eventually, President Millard
Fillmore pardoned the operators of the Pearl.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia White:

This book untitled The Pearl: A Failed Slave Escape on the Potomac to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily
to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So
there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

James Blouin:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Pearl: A Failed Slave Escape on
the Potomac is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Brad Marcum:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The Pearl: A Failed Slave Escape on the
Potomac can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Pearl: A Failed Slave Escape on
the Potomac.

Judith Bryant:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Pearl: A Failed Slave Escape on the Potomac
as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need
to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks
are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
The Pearl: A Failed Slave Escape on the Potomac to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types
of book like this.
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