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Born in Belfast during World War II, raised in a working-class Protestant family, and educated on
scholarship at Queen's University, writer Stewart Parker's story is in many ways the story of his generation.
Other aspects of his personal history, though, such as the amputation of his left leg at age 19, helped to create
an extraordinarily perceptive observer and commentator. Steeped in American popular culture as a child and
young adult, he spent five years teaching in the United States before returning to Belfast in August 1969, the
same week British troops responded to sectarian disturbances there. Parker had developed a sense of writing
as a form of political action in the highly charged atmosphere of the US in the late 1960s, which he applied
in many and varied capacities throughout the worst years of the Troubles to express his own socialist and
secular vision of Northern Irish potential. As a young aspiring poet and novelist, he supported himself with
free-lance work that brought him into contact with institutions ranging from BBC Northern Ireland to the
Irish Times (for which he wrote personal columns and the music review feature High Pop) and from the
Queen's University Extramural Department to Long Kesh internment camp (where his creative writing
students included Gerry Adams). It is as a playwright, however, that Parker earned a permanent spot in the
literary canon with drama that encapsulates his experience of Northern Ireland in the 1970s. Marilynn
Richtarik's Stewart Parker: A Life illuminates the genesis, development, and meaning of such classic plays
as Spokesong, Northern Star, and Pentecost--works that continue to shed light on the North's past, present,
and future--in the context of Parker's life and times. Meticulously researched and engagingly written, this
critical biography rewards general readers and specialists alike.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Crawford:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Stewart Parker: A Life is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Michelle Han:

The actual book Stewart Parker: A Life will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal
to you. The book Stewart Parker: A Life is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Maurice Neely:

The book untitled Stewart Parker: A Life contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman
idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to
read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read
the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site
in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Sandra Easley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually
Stewart Parker: A Life.
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