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Madhouse reveals a long-suppressed medical scandal, shocking in its brutality and sobering in its
implications. It shows how a leading American psychiatrist of the early twentieth century came to believe
that mental illnesses were the product of chronic infections that poisoned the brain. Convinced that he had
uncovered the single source of psychosis, Henry Cotton, superintendent of the Trenton State Hospital, New
Jersey, launched a ruthless campaign to “eliminate the perils of pus infection.” Teeth were pulled, tonsils
excised, and stomachs, spleens, colons, and uteruses were all sacrificed in the assault on “focal sepsis.”

Many patients did not survive Cotton’s surgeries; thousands more were left mangled and maimed. Cotton’s
work was controversial, yet none of his colleagues questioned his experimental practices. Subsequent
historians and psychiatrists too have ignored the events that cast doubt on their favorite narratives of
scientific and humanitarian progress.

In a remarkable feat of historical detective work, Andrew Scull exposes the full, frightening story of madness
among the mad-doctors. Drawing on a wealth of documents and interviews, he reconstructs in vivid detail a
nightmarish, cautionary chapter in modern psychiatry when professionals failed to police themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Kistner:

The reason? Because this Madhouse: A Tragic Tale of Megalomania and Modern Medicine is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret
it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Jake Harris:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Madhouse: A Tragic Tale of Megalomania and Modern
Medicine, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified
as reading friends.

Natalie Renz:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Madhouse: A Tragic Tale of Megalomania and Modern Medicine why
because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

David Reed:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Madhouse: A Tragic Tale of
Megalomania and Modern Medicine.
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