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Undeniably, evil exists in our world; we ourselves commit evil acts. How can one account for evil's ageless
presence, its attraction, and its fruits? The question is one that Jeffrey Burton Russell addresses in his history
of the concept of the Devil?the personification of evil itself. In the predecessor to this book, The Devil:
Perceptions of Evil from Antiquity to Primitive Christianity, Russell traced the idea of the Devil in
comparative religions and examined its development in Western thought through ancient Hebrew religion
and the New Testament. This volume follows its course over the first five centuries of the Christian era.

Like most theological problems, the question of evil was largely ignored by the primitive Christian
community. The later Christian thinkers who wrestled with it for many centuries were faced with a
seemingly irreconcilable paradox: If God is benevolent and omnipotent, why does He permit evil? How, on
the other hand, can God be all-powerful if one adopts a dualist stance, and posits two divine forces, one good
and one evil?

Drawing upon a rich variety of literary sources as well as upon the visual arts, Russell discusses the apostolic
fathers, the apologetic fathers, and the Gnostics. He goes on to treat the thought of Irenaeus and Tertullian,
and to describe the diabology of the Alexandrian fathers, Clement and Origen, as well as the dualist
tendencies in Lactantius and in the monastic fathers. Finally he addresses the syntheses of the fifth century,
especially that of Augustine, whose view of the Devil has been widely accepted in the entire Christian
community ever since.

Satan is both a revealing study of the compelling figure of the Devil and an imaginative and persuasive
inquiry into the forces that shape a concept and ensure its survival.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Schmidt:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Satan: The Early Christian Tradition book
because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Rolando Gil:

The e-book untitled Satan: The Early Christian Tradition is the book that recommended to you to read. You
can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of Satan: The Early Christian Tradition from the publisher to make you a
lot more enjoy free time.

Richard Pease:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have the e-
book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Satan: The Early Christian Tradition which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Hoyt Moore:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually
Satan: The Early Christian Tradition.
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