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In his General Audience of May 2, 2007, Pope Benedict XVI praised Origen for his "primordial role" in the
history of lectio divina, the prayerful reading of Scripture. He explained that Origen approaches Scripture
reading not as "mere study" but as the pathway to knowing Christ and "falling in love with him." Origen's
nine extant homilies on Judges exemplify this approach.

In them, Origen calls his audience to participate in a loving relationship with Christ through interaction with
Scripture. Delivered sometime between 238 and 248, these homilies expound on themes extracted from
Judges 2-7. Some of the homilies focus generally on God's redemption of Israel through judges after each
cycle of sin, enslavement, and repentance, while others stress that victory belongs to God alone through
events such as the defeat of the Midianites by Gideon's meager army of 300 men, Gideon's test with the
fleece, and the murder of the Philistine general Sisera by the woman Jael. The homilies brim with hope in
Christ's ultimate victory over sin and death, a hope that is specific to the individual believer but accessible
only within the Church.

Origen applies his allegorical method of Scriptural interpretation to these passages, sometimes drawing faith-
enriching meaning from the literal (somatic) sense as well as from one or both of the two figurative (psychic
and pneumatic) senses. Using both allegory and typology, Origen shows his audience God's abundant mercy
and grace, the power of Scripture to assist in the battle against sin and the promotion of virtue, and the
church leader's duty to walk his flock through the transforming terrain of Scripture toward likeness to and
union with Christ.

Largely because of early controversies over Origen's legacy, these homilies are extant only in Rufinus's
fourth-century Latin translation, but his ability to capture Origen's meaning and spirit is well documented.
This is the first-ever English translation of Origen's homilies on Judges.

ABOUT THE TRANSLATOR:

Elizabeth Ann Dively Lauro studied the history of Christianity at the University of Virginia and Yale
Divinity School before receiving her doctorate from the University of Notre Dame. She has taught numerous
courses at Loyola Marymount University, and presently serves on the Theological Commission for the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles while raising her family in Southern California. She is the author of The Soul
and Spirit of Scripture within Origen's Exegesis as well as a variety of articles on Origen's theology and
exegesis.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Palladino:

The guide with title Homilies on Judges (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) posesses a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new information
the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Aaron Marks:

Precisely why? Because this Homilies on Judges (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a
lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Annette Dixon:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Homilies on Judges (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Homilies on Judges (Fathers of the Church Patristic
Series) giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want
to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Shawn Clay:

Beside this particular Homilies on Judges (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) in your phone, it could give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It
is good thing to have Homilies on Judges (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this



book and read it from now!
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