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When the Abu Ghraib prison scandal broke in April 2004, many American commentators expressed shock.
But, as The Progressive’s Anne-Marie Cusac observed, “Abu Ghraib shock[s] us because our soldiers abroad
seem to have acted out behaviors that we condone, yet don’t face up to, at home.” On the heels of Our
Enemies in Blue, Kristian Williams’ controversial chronicle of policing, the writer/activist gives us American
Methods, once again upsetting the notion that the use of “excessive force” by the state is aberrant rather than
altogether American.

American Methods reveals torture not as a recent or rogue phenomenon, but a veteran tool of the American
state. As Williams suggests, torture is not, as claimed, a means of interrogation used only by others,
elsewhere. Instead, it is a tried-and-true weapon of social control and terror, right here in the US.

Unlike other recent books, American Methods locates “war on terror” scandals in the systems of inequities
and dominance that nurture them. Williams pays close attention to the distinct character of American torture
and its gender and racial contours—particularly its emphasis on sexual violence, emasculation, and
spectacle. His discussion ranges over much of the globe and a quarter-century: from US support of torture-
regimes in Central America in the 1980s to today’s more favored approach—outsourcing torture to “friendly
governments.” Returning to our shores, Williams observes the banality of violence in American prisons,
precincts, and society. Ultimately, he offers devastating conclusions about the centrality of rape, racism, and
conquest to both the state and our national culture.

Kristian Williams' writings have appeared in CounterPunch, Columbia Journalism Review, and We Are
Everywhere: The Irresistible Rise of Global Anti-Capitalism. A member of Rose City Copwatch in Portland,
Oregon, Williams also authored Our Enemies in Blue (2004).
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From reader reviews:

Stacy Vincent:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book American Methods: Torture and
the Logic of Domination. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Marlys Wieland:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific American Methods: Torture and the Logic of
Domination can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have American Methods: Torture
and the Logic of Domination.

Stephen Medley:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book
American Methods: Torture and the Logic of Domination we can take more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book American Methods: Torture and the
Logic of Domination. You can more inviting than now.

Maryann Warren:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book American Methods: Torture and the Logic of
Domination to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling
about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and examine
it. Beside that the book American Methods: Torture and the Logic of Domination can to be your brand new
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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