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From its earliest days of human habitation, the Texas coast was home to seemingly endless clouds of ducks,
geese, swans, and shorebirds.

By the 1880s Texas huntsmen, or market hunters, as they came to be called, began providing meat and
plumage for the restaurant tables and millinery salons of a rapidly growing nation. A network of suppliers,
packers, distribution centers, and shipping hubs efficiently handled their immense harvest.

At the peak of Texas market hunting in the late 1890s, Rockport merchants shipped an average of 600 ducks
a day in a five-month shooting season, and in the last year of legal market hunting, an estimated 60,000
ducks and geese were shipped from Corpus Christi alone.

Market men employed efficient methods to harvest nature’s bounty. They commonly hunted at night, often
using bait to concentrate large numbers of waterfowl. The effectiveness of the hunt was improved when
side-by-side double barrel shotguns and large-gauge swivel guns gave way to repeating firearms, with some
capable of discharging as many as eleven shells in a single volley.

Their methods were so efficient that, by the late 1800s, Texas sportsmen and others blamed the alarming
decline of coastal waterfowl populations on the market hunter’s occupation. In 1903, after a long fight and
many failures, the first migratory bird game law passed the Texas legislature. Though the fight would
continue, it was the beginning of the end of the year-round slaughter. Most market hunters quit, and those
who didn’t became outlaws.

In this book, R. K. Sawyer chronicles the days of market hunting along the Texas coast and the showdown
between the early game wardens and those who persisted in commercial waterfowl hunting. Containing an
abundance of rare historical photographs and oral history, Texas Market Hunting: Stories of Waterfowl,
Game Laws, and Outlaws provides a comprehensive and colorful account of this bygone period.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Medley:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is
this Texas Market Hunting: Stories of Waterfowl, Game Laws, and Outlaws (Gulf Coast Books, sponsored
by Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi).

Carlee Smith:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Texas Market Hunting: Stories of Waterfowl, Game Laws, and Outlaws (Gulf Coast Books,
sponsored by Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging
each word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get previous to. The Texas Market Hunting: Stories of Waterfowl, Game Laws, and Outlaws (Gulf
Coast Books, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi) giving you yet another experience more
than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us teach
you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Edgar Foley:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Texas Market Hunting: Stories of Waterfowl, Game Laws, and Outlaws
(Gulf Coast Books, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi) was filled in relation to science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to
read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Joel Kiser:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Texas Market Hunting: Stories of Waterfowl, Game Laws, and Outlaws (Gulf Coast Books, sponsored by



Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi). You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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