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Identity: The Necessity of a Modern Idea is the first comprehensive history of identity as the answer to the
question, "who, or what, am I?" It covers the century from the end of World War I, when identity in this
sense first became an issue for writers and philosophers, to 2010, when European political leaders declared
multiculturalism a failure just as Canada, which pioneered it, was hailing its success. Along the way the book
examines Erik Erikson's concepts of psychological identity and identity crisis, which made the word famous;
the turn to collective identity and the rise of identity politics in Europe and America; varieties and theories of
group identity; debates over accommodating collective identities within liberal democracy; the relationship
between individual and group identity; the postmodern critique of identity as a concept; and the ways it
nonetheless transformed the social sciences and altered our ideas of ethics.

At the same time the book is an argument for the validity and indispensability of identity, properly
understood. Identity was not a concept before the twentieth century because it was taken for granted. The
slaughter of World War I undermined the honored identities of prewar Europe and, as a result, the idea of
identity as something objective and stable was thrown into question at the same time that people began to
sense that it was psychologically and socially necessary. We can't be at home in our bodies, act effectively in
the world, or interact comfortably with others without a stable sense of who we are. Gerald Izenberg argues
that, while it is a mistake to believe that our identities are givens that we passively discover about ourselves,
decreed by God, destiny, or nature, our most important identities have an objective foundation in our
existential situation as bodies, social beings, and creatures who aspire to meaning and transcendence, as well
as in the legitimacy of our historical particularity.
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From reader reviews:

Bernadine Williams:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Identity: The Necessity of a Modern Idea (Intellectual History of the
Modern Age). Try to make the book Identity: The Necessity of a Modern Idea (Intellectual History of the
Modern Age) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience
in addition to knowledge with this book.

Greta Rivera:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Identity: The Necessity of a Modern Idea (Intellectual
History of the Modern Age). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important any book Identity: The Necessity of a Modern Idea (Intellectual History of the
Modern Age). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will
end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a
book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go
to the library. Let's learn.

Catherine Estey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Identity: The Necessity of a Modern
Idea (Intellectual History of the Modern Age) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question
Identity: The Necessity of a Modern Idea (Intellectual History of the Modern Age) as good book not merely
by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its deal
with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Danielle Rucks:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Identity: The Necessity of a
Modern Idea (Intellectual History of the Modern Age) to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill
of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide



open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Identity: The Necessity of a Modern Idea (Intellectual
History of the Modern Age) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of the time.
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